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The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2547) for the relief of Yoshiko Ito, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
i¢to the United States in behalf of a minor Japanese child in the cus- 
tody of Sgt. and Mrs. Ray Wilson, who are citizens of the United 
States. The child would be considered to be a nonquota immigrant, 
which is the status normally enjoyed by alien minor children of 
citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 3-year-old native and citizen of 
Japan presently in the custody of Sgt. and Mrs. Ray Wilson who are 
presently stationed in Japan. Mr. Wilson has been a member of the 
United States Army for 20 years and has been in Japan for the past 3 
years. 

A letter dated August 17, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with referece to the case, reads as follows: 

Avaust 17, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This is in response ¢» your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2547) for the relief of Yoshiko 
Ito, an alien. 





9 YOSHIKO ITO 


The bill would provide that section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924, 9s 
amended, shall not apply to Yoshiko Ito, Japanese minor child in the care of Sgt. 
and Mrs. Ray Wilson, citizens of the United States, and further that for the pur- 
poses of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, Yoshiko 
Ito shall be considered to be the natural-born alien child of Sergeant and Mrs. 
Wilson. : 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department dis- 
close that Yoshiko Ito is a native and citizen of Japan, of the Japanese race, who 
is now approximately 3 years of age, and is being cared for by Sergeant and Mrs. 
Wilson, who are presently stationed in Japan. 

Information concerning the child and Sergeant and Mrs. Wilson has been 
furnished by Mrs. Elsie Dugger, of Adrian, Mo., who is the sister of Mrs. Wilson. 
She has stated that Sergeant Wilson was born near West Plains, Mo., is now 42 
years of age, and for 20 years has been a member of the United States Armed 
Forces, having been stationed in Japan for the past 3 years. Prior to his entry 
into the United States Armed Forces he owned and operated a grocery store in 
Adrian, Mo. Mrs. Wilson was born in Willow Springs, Mo., and, except for the 
past 3 years, has resided continuously in the United States. She and Sergeant 
Wilson have two sons, now 21 and 16 years of age. According to Mrs. Dugger, 
Mrs. Wilson, became acquainted with the alien child while assisting in an orphan- 
age in Tokyo. Mrs. Dugger stated that, while she has not been definitely in- 
formed, she is of the opinion that the child has been adopted by the Wilsons. 

Being of the Japanese race, Yoshiko Ito is ineligible for naturalization under 
section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, and thus is inadmissible to the United 
States for permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 
1924. In the absence of special legislation the child may not be admitted to this 
country for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 


the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2547) should be enacted. 
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